
Doc. EIC/Hops. Cert. Scheme/Jan. 2008/Issue III- Revision date: 01-05-2025 

 

 

 

PROCEDURE FOR ISSUE OF ATTESTATION OF EQUIVALENCE 

Attestation of Equivalence for the consignments of hops and its products destined to EU countries 
shall be issued by Export Inspection Council (EIC) / Export Inspection Agencies (EIAs) located at 
Chennai/ Delhi/Kochi/Kolkata/ Mumbai. 

A) General 

Processor / manufacturer of hops & its products desires to export to EU countries shall have to 
register with EIA to get an approval code. The EIC will draw up a list of approved hop 
production areas/ certification centers with the approval code and communicate the same to 
European Commission (EC). Any changes will be regularly communicated to EC. 

B) Definitions concerning the hops sector 

1. "Hops" means the dried inflorescences, also known as cones, of the (female) climbing hop 

plant (Humulus lupulus); these inflorescences, which are greenish yellow and of an ovoid shape, 

have a flower stalk and their longest dimension generally varies from 2 to 5 cm. 

2. "Hop powder" means the product obtained by milling the hops, containing all the natural 

elements thereof. 

3. "Hop powder with higher lupulin content" means the product obtained by milling the hops 

after mechanical removal of a part of the leaves, stalks, bracts and rachides. 

4. "Extract of hops" means the concentrated products obtained by the action of a solvent on the 

hops or on the hop powder. 

5. "Mixed hop products" means a mixture of two or more of the products referred to in points 1 

to 4. 

 

C) Responsibilities to be followed by producer/manufacturer/exporter 

The exporter/ processing unit desirous to export hops and its products (Regulation EC No. 
2013/1308) to EU countries shall have to follow the following: 

1) Producer/ manufacturer of hops shall maintain the hygienic and sanitary requirements of 
processing areas. 

2) In the case of hop powder, hop powder with higher lupulin content, extract of hops and 
mixed hop products, the certificate may only be issued if the alpha acid content of these 
products is not lower than that of the hops from which they have been prepared. 

3) Every consignment of hops presented for attestation of equivalence shall be accompanied by 
a written declaration signed by the producer as in Annex A. 

4) The hops and its products to be exported to EU country (s) must comply the marketing 
requirements given at Annex I in Commission Delegated Regulation EC No. 2024/602 
(reproduced as Annex B) and sampling & test methods as per Annex IV of EC no. 2024/601 
(reproduced as Annex C) 
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5) In case of blending of hops products processor shall ensure that hops are from same 
production / harvest area / variety and the blending operation is being done under 
surveillance of EIC / EIA officer. 

6) Manufacturer / processor shall ensure the access of their establishment to the representative 
of concerned EIC / EIA (Competent Authority) during the processing time. 

7) The processor shall provide all the information to representative of EIC / EIA like technical 
lay out, measures put in place to ensure that in the case of hop powder, hop powder with higher 
lupulin content, extract of hops and mixed hop products, the alpha acid content of those products is 

not lower than that of the hops from which they have been prepared, place of production, harvesting 
details, batch record, process record (weight etc.), detail of varieties used etc. and maintain the 
record for same for at least 3 years. 

8) The records are to be kept by processing plants for each batch of hop product to allow 
traceability of each input product to the final hop products 

9) Each package of hops products shall bear the entries namely seeded / seedless / prepared / 
unprepared hops, variety(s) and reference number of the certificate in one of the EC 
language as given in Annex I and III of EC No. 2024/601 (see Annex D & E),  

10) A written harvest declaration should be drawn up and signed by the producer for each 
consignment of unprepared hops presented for certification. 

11) In order to ensure traceability, hop should be marketed in sealed packages, which should 
bear markings concerning the description of the product, the variety, the harvest year and 
the unique reference number of the consignment, which must be identical to the reference 
number of the certificate issued. 

12) Each package shall bear at least the following markings in one of the official languages of 
the Union: 

a) the description of the product including the mention ‘prepared hops’ or ‘unprepared 
hops’, as the case may be; 

b) the variety or varieties; 
c) the year of harvest; 
d) the unique reference number of the certificate issued in accordance with Article 4.
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D) Procedure for issue of Attestation of Equivalence to be followed by EIAs 

(Competent Authority) 

In order to issue Attestation of Equivalence the hops and its products consignments meant for EU 

countries EIC / EIAs, the Competent Authority, shall follow the following procedure: 

1) On receipt of application from producer/ manufacturer / exporter as per Annex A, an officer of 

EIA shall be deputed to draw sample(s) as per procedure given in Annex C to test it as per 

specifications (marketing requirements) given in Annex B. 

2) In addition to above, it shall also be ensured that in the case of hop powder, hop powder with 

higher lupulin content, extract of hops and mixed hop products, the certificate may only be 
issued if the alpha acid content of these products is not lower than that of the hops from 

which they have been prepared. 

3) Sample(s) shall be tested in EIA or any EIC approved laboratory and expense incurred on testing 

shall be borne by applicant. 

4) In order to get register with EIAs for getting approval code applicant processing establishment 

shall have to pay @ Rs. 5,000 as approval fee to concerned EIA. 

5) In addition to approval fee and laboratory test charges, applicant shall also pay certification fee @ 
0.2% of F.O.B. value of consignment. 

6) On compliance of samples, EIA shall issue the Attestation of Equivalence as given in 

format, Annex-F. 

7) A qualified technologist approved by the Competent Authority (EIA) shall be present at all times 

when processing is taking place. EIA will carry out regular surveillance to ensure that the laid 

down conditions are complied with. 
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ANNEX - A 

APPLICATION FORM FOR ISSUE OF ATTESTATION OF EQUIVALENCE 

(to be submitted by producer/exporter to the nearest office of EIAs) 

To 

 

The Joint Director, 

Export Inspection Agency-Chennai/Delhi/Kolkata/Kochi/Mumbai 

 

Subject: Request for issue of Attestation of Equivalence for the consignments of hops 

and its products to be exported to EU counties. 

Sir, 

 
Kindly issue me an Attestation of Equivalence for ................... (product name) 

to be exported to ........................ (country (s)). The consignment details are given 
below: 

 

a) producer's name & address 

 

b) harvest year 

 

c) variety (s) (% wt. in case of blends) 

d) reference no. of certificate 

(in case of blend product) 

e) place/ area(s) of production 

f) place of processing 

g) date of processing 

h) parcel reference 

 

g) number of packages in the consignment 

 

h) description of product 

 

i) invoice no. and date 

 

j) lot No. / batch No. 

 

k) expiry date of product, if any 

 

l) quantity of product: 

 

m) shipping mark, if any 

 

n) date of shipment & place 
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o) probable date of loading 

 

p) place of loading 

q) FOB value 

 

       Online Fee receipt number…………………………………dated………………….  

  for Rs………………… is enclosed 

 

Date: 
 
 

Place: 

 
Signature 

    Name & Address 
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Annex- F 

 

Attestation of Equivalence 

 

 
1.  Consignor (full name and address) 

 
2.  No 

 
ORIGINAL 

 
ATTESTATION OF EQUIVALENCE FOR THE IM- PORTATION 
OF HOPS AND HOP PRODUCTS INTO THE EUROPEAN UNION  

3.  Consignee (full name and address) 
 

Виж превода на гърба – Véase traducción al dorso – Viz překlad na 
druhé straně – Oversættelse se bagsiden – Über setzung siehe Rückseite 
– Vaata tõlget pöördel – Δείτε μετάφραση στην πίσω σελίδα – See 
translation overleaf – Voir traduction au verso – Féach an t-aistriúchán 
ar an taobh thall – Vidjeti prijevod na poleđini – Vedi traduzione a tergo 
– skatīt tulkojumu nākamajā lappusē – Žr. vertimą kitame puslapyje – a 
fordítást lásd a túlsó oldalon – Ara t-traduzzjoni mniżżla fuq wara – Zie 
vertaling aan ommezijde – Zob. tłumaczenie na odwrocie – Ver tradução 
no verso – A se vedea traducerea pe verso – Pozri preklad na druhej 
strane – Glej prevod na hrbtni strani – Katso kääntöpuolella oleva 
käännös – För översättning se baksidan 

 
IMPORTANT NOTES 

 
4.  Country of Origin 

 
A. This attestation must be submitted to the customs 

authorities in the Union when the products are released for 
free circulation in the Union or when the consignment 
is split up before it is released for free circulation. 

 
5. Place of production of hops 

 
6. Harvesting year 

B. When the consignment is split up, the customs 
authorities, after endorsing the attes tation, shall retain 
the original and forward a copy to the authorities 
responsible for hops in the Member State concerned. 

  

 
7. Place of processing 

 
8. Date of processing 

C. When the products are released for free circu lation, after 
endorsing the attestations, the customs authorities should 
retain the original, return one copy to the declarant 
and forward one copy to the authorities responsible for 
hops in the Member State concerned. 

  

 
9. Marks, numbers, number and kind of packages – description of products – variety 

 
10. Gross weight (kg) 

 
11. ATTESTATION BY ISSUING AUTHORITY 

I the undersigned certify that the products described above comply with the rules on hops and hop products applicable in the 
European Union. 

12. Issuing authority (full name and address) At . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . 

 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . 

(
S
i
g
n
a
t
u
r
e 

on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 

 

(Stamp) 

13. RESERVED FOR THE CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES IN THE UNION 

The products described above have been released for free circulation (1) This 

attestation has been replaced by the extracts noted in Section 18 (1) 

 
At . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(Signature) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Stamp) 

(1) Delete as appropriate. 
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back side 

 

14. ATTRIBUTIONS 
Indicate the quantity available in part 1 of column 16 and the quantity attributed in Part 2 thereof. 

15. Gross weight (kg) 18. Extract No 19. Name, Member State, stamp and 
signature of the attributing 
authority 16. In figures 17. In words for the 

quantity attributed 

1 
   

2 

1 
   

2 

1 
   

2 

1 
   

2 

1 
   

2 

1 
   

2 

1 
   

2 

20. Extension to be attached hereto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


